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As the term ozaena has been used in a somewhat vague manner throughout medical literature, I may perhaps be permitted to give a very brief definition of the disease as it is now understood by specialists.
The affection is characterised by atrophy of the nasal mucosa, and sometimes even of the osseous structures of the turbinateds.
This atrophy depends upon (i) fatty degeneration of the glands, followed by disappearance of these structures ; (2) fibroid changes in the mucous membrane. At some period ?some say from birth?the ciliated epithelium changes its character and becomes flat and horny, the cilia; of course becoming lost. As a result of these alterations, there is a tendency for the nasal secretion to dry up 
